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SHORT BIOGRAPHY FROM JULIO BARRETO

Julio Cesar Barreto Penié was born on 19th September 1967 in Guanabacoa/La Habana/Cuba as
fifth child of his family. Thanks to his older brothers and his talented uncles (Justo Barreto
Rodrigues / pianist from Louis Armstrong; Alberto Barreto / composer from Benny More) he
started to play afro-cuban percussion in the age of seven years. With twelve years he already
played at different private and official events.

On 1983 Julio Barreto attended courses at the National School of Art. After six years he
succeeded in finishing the nine year classical music studies at the Academy of "Amadeo Roldan".

While he was studying, Julio Barreto was playing drums in different cuban music groups like Kiki
Corona and Roberto Poveda. At the same time he also played Jazz at many national festivals with
Babel, directed by Carlos Puig; and Cause, directed by José Carlos Acosta. With Laurindo
Almeida from Brasil he played in Duo.

After his studies Julio Barreto began to play with various famous singers of cuban popular music
at theatres and festivals, for example with Xiomara Laugart and Alfredo Rodriguez.

Before Julio Barreto joined the group of Gonzalo Rubalcaba in January 1991, he was playing
during one year Jazz with the group "Cuarto Espacio" directed by Omar Hernandez.

During seven years, Julio Barreto and Gonzalo Rubalcaba have been traveling successfully all
around the world in Trio and Quartet. Julio Barreto was member of both groups. The Trio was
formed by Gonzalo Rubalcaba (p), Julio Barreto (dr), Ron Carter (b), Charlie Haden (b), Miroslav
Vitous (b), John Patitucci (b) or Buster Williams (b). The Quartet was formed by Gonzalo
Rubalcaba (p), Julio Barreto (dr), Felipe Cabrera (b), Reynaldo Melian (tp).

Published CD's with Gonzalo Rubalcaba (Blue Note):

Suite 4 y 20 (Quartet) (Gold Premium/Japan/1991)
Rapsodia (Quartet) (nominated for Grammy 1995)
Diz (Trio)

Imagine (Trio and Quartet) (Premium/USA/1996)
Antiguo (Quartet) (nominated for Grammy 2000)



1995: Julio Barreto formed the group JULIO BARRETO TRIO with Cuban musicians: Julio
Barreto (ds), Antonio Pérez (p), Manuel Orza (b).

1997: Julio Barreto started with a Quartet, called JULIO BARRETO CUBAN QUARTET: Julio
Barreto (ds), Carlos Puig (tp/keyb), Dany Martinez (g), Manuel Orza (b). The CD "Iyabéd" with the
JULIO BARRETO CUBAN QUARTET special guest: RAVI COLTRANE came out in September
99.

1997/98: Julio Barreto was joining the group Roy Hargrove's Crisol all Stars. In April 98 they
recorded an album.

1999/00: The most of the time Julio Barreto was touring with the JULIO BARRETO CUBAN
QUARTET.

2001: Julio Barreto has a hew band called the JULIO BARRETO LATINO WORLD: Julio Barreto
(drums/perc.), Eduardo "Dudu" Penz (b), Leandro Saint-Hill (alt/tns), Ademir Candido (g). In
March 01 this band recorded a concert for the WDR-Television/Germany, in November 01 Julio
Barreto recorded his second album with this group.

2001: Julio Barreto joins 2 new projects (tour) with Katia Labeque: Katia Labeque Band and
Gonzalo Rubalcaba, Katia Labéque Band & Marielle Labéque and STING.

2002: Julio Barreto gives concerts with his group, the JULIO BARRETO LATINO WORLD. The
album with this band came out in November 2002. Various tours with Katia Labeque & Marielle
Labéque "Bernstein" and Ramdn Valle Trio and Quintet.

2003/2004: JULIO BARRETO LATINO WORLD gives concert at various Jazz Clubs and Jazz
Festivals in Europe. Several concerts with Katia & Marielle Labéque "Bernstein”, Ramén Valle
Trio and Quintet, Stefan Kurmann "Strings”, Martin Biirgi Quartet and Chico Freeman Group.
Since beginning 2002 Julio Barreto is permanent major subject lecturer of the Music Academy
Basel (section Jazz and Classic) and gives Latin Music workshops at the Music Academy Lucerne
and Ziirich.

The rest of his time, he joined concerts with various national and international musicians: Sophia
Domancich, David Sanchez, Chucho Valdes, Steve Coleman, Ravi Coltrane, Chico Freeman, José
Luis Quintana (Changuito), Miguel A. Diaz (Angd), Los Mufequitos de Matanzas and many more.
He also recorded on 13 more CD's: Alfredo Rodriquez (CU), Xiomara Laugart (CU), Jeff Gardner
(USA), Stefan Kurmann (CH), 2 / Martin Lehner (CH), Roy Hargrove (USA), 2 / Tony Martinez
(CV), Percussion-Ensemble Drum School Basel (CH), Stefan Kurmann Strings and Los Mufiequitos
de Matanzas (CH / CU), Clem Pagnano (CH), Martin Biirgi (CH).

Julio Barreto signed international artist agreements with:
SONOR, ZILDIJAN and REMO.
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